Rebuttal to New Claims by Queensland Health on Fluoridation March 2009

Typically, Queensland Health has made another false claim:  i.e. "there is no scientifically acceptable evidence that fluoridation increases the incidence of thyroid disease" (Q'ld Health Fluoridation Fact Sheet, Version 1, 10/03/09).  

Q'ld Health based this statement on a 9-year-old York Review finding while ignoring scientific (US) National Research Council findings released 3 years ago that noted adverse thyroid effects in iodine-deficient humans from consuming only 0.01 to 0.03 milligrams per kilogram of body weight per day of fluoride.    

Put simply, iodine-deficient infants weighing only 10 kgs could have thyroid effects from chronically consuming no more than one-tenth to three-tenths of one litre of water fluoridated at the 'optimal' recommended rate of 1 part per million (1 litre of water fluoridated at 1 ppm contains 1 mg of fluoride).  

Or, as the case will be when Mackay's water is fluoridated at 0.7 ppm, a 10-kg infant could have thyroid effects from chronically ingesting no more than one-seventh to three-sevenths of one litre of water; while just double these amounts could cause adverse thyroid effects in a 20 kg child.  

Normal thyroid function is imperative to normal health.

Almost half of Australia's primary school children are already at risk of impaired mental and physical development from a lack of iodine ("Kids at risk from iodine deficiency", Fraser Coast Chronicle, 20/02/06).  

Q'ld Health makes no allowance for safety margins in relation to fluoridation, as is required for other medications. 

I wonder, does Q'ld Health perceive its foremost role as that of protecting politicians' interests, and the welfare of Queenslanders as merely a secondary consideration? 

And "Does Qld's Chief Health Officer consider it would be professional suicide were she to reveal the truth about the dangers of fluoridation?"  

Yours truly

Keith Boyden

